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Why?

▪ VDOT/Producer Comparison Issues

▪ Test Result Variability

▪We’ve always done it that way!

▪ The little things don’t really matter!

▪Wow, I never thought of that!
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Highlights

➢AutoRice

➢Dedicated Ignition Furnaces

➢Ovens – Horizontal vs. Vertical Flow

➢Water Bath Heater

➢Auto Aggregate Washer

➢Clean Well-Organized Lab



AutoRice



Dedicated Ignition Furnaces

When space allows the 
ability to utilize dedicated 
ignition furnaces for 
various mix types (SM-9.5, 
SM-12.5, IM-19.0, BM-25) 
can reduce test variability.



Horizontal vs Vertical Flow

Horizontal or Cross flow ovens 
allow for more even temperature 
control throughout the oven.



Quarter Master

Mechanical methods for reducing 
sample size can reduce variability 
and improve efficiency.



Circulating Water Bath Heater



Mechanical methods for 
washing a sample can reduce 
variability and improve 
efficiency.

Automatic Aggregate Washer



Clean Well-Organized Lab

The best chance for 
good/consistent results!



Summary of Findings





Questions
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